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16J7 | Pat Oliphant, Pulitzer-winning political cartoonist, dies at 90
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16J7 | France adopts landmark Bill on right to assisted-dying
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Pat.()_hphant, PUI.ltzer:mnmng 16J7. Pat Oliphant, Pulitzer-winning political
political cartoonist, dies at 90 cartoonist. dies at 90
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e Pat Oliphant, an influential political cartoonist
known for creating caricatures of U.S. and world leaders,
died on Monday. He was 90.

e sifathe, St 3RS 3R Rreg Aanit & =R
(Caricatures) elTel & forv gfficyr 3R gHTGeTCl To=ifa®

Pat Oliphant, an influential political cartoonist known for creating
caricatures of U.S. and world leaders, died on Monday. He was 90.
Oliphant died at his home from age-related issues, said his son, =
Grant Oliphant. During the 1980s, his political cartoons appeared in or, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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o Almost every Pat Oliphant cartoon contained a tiny penguin named “"Punk."’

e Punk usually stood in a corner and made a sarcastic one-line comment about the main
cartoon.

o Pat Oliphant won the Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Cartooning in 1967, when he was
only 32 years old.

e The Pulitzer Prize is often called the **Nobel Prize of Journalism."

France adopts
landmark Bill
on right to
assisted-dying
A

PARIS

French lawmakers on Wed-
nesday adopted a Bill that
will create a legal right to
assisted dying for adults
with incurable illnesses,
capping an intense ethical
and political debate.

The legislation will, un-
der strict conditions, allow
a person who requests it to
receive a lethal substance.
Access to assisted dying
will be restricted to adults
who are French citizens or
legal residents in France,
and who suffer from a se-
rious and incurable illness
that is life-threatening. The
lower house of Parliament,
in a final vote, adopted the
text by 291 votes to 241.

16J7. France adopts landmark Bill on right to assisted-dying
I @ WETAAT e g (Assisted-Dying) & &R 91 g
frds o ferar

e French lawmakers on Wednesday adopted a Bill that will create a legal right
to assisted-dying for adults with incurable illnesses, capping an intense ethical and
political debate.

W & WIHaT o AR I Ueh Frers ol fovan, S sramea et & Az agent w
HEIIAT WTed e (Assisted-Dying) T FHlefell TSR FeTel HYT| $HS T & o FHI
& Il T A 3R T T6H T Ueh FgcaquT TROT HATI 31T

e The legislation will, under strict conditions, allow a person who requests it to
receive a lethal substance.

Ig FTeTeT 31 A & TG RN Flel dTel cAfercl T BT Jard (Lethal Substance)
STCc ST T JHeTHTT CaTT |

e Access to assisted-dying will be restricted to adults who are French citizens
or legal residents in France, and who suffer from a serious and incurable illness that
is life-threatening.

HETAAT WTodl HcY hT Gl shelel 37 AP cieh AT G1IN ST BT & AR IT Flefelt
forarel € 3R a18iR v ramey HAd @ DT, S Sfraar & fore @ewr o= ghr el
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Concerns rise in border districts over low storage in Mullaperiyar

HeATIRAR 7 ST HSROT FH gt & HiaAraet forat 7 fRar ad

Concerns rise in border districts
over low storage in Mullaperiyar

16J7. Concerns rise in border
districts over low storage in

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

The Mullaperiyar Dam re-
corded alarmingly low wa-
ter storage in July, drop-
ping to 1129 ft on
Wednesday compared to
131.4 ft on the same day last
year. This 18.5-ft deficit has
been severely affecting
farming activities in the
bordering districts of Ta-
mil Nadu.

Mullaperiyar
ACATIRAR # STel SROT FH g1 &
It may also soon posea  vel drops further, tourism Lo~
threat to tourism in the Pe-  will face disruptions,” Ms. m?-ﬁ' m ﬁ' ﬁ?ﬂ' aa'

riyar Tiger Reserve (PTR)
in Thekkady, as well as
drinking water distribution
in the Kumily and Chakku-
pallom panchayats.

PTR Assistant Field Di-
rector R. Lakshmi stated
that boating and other tou-
rism activities in Thekkady
are currently running
smoothly. “If this situation
continues and the water le-

Lakshmi said.

The low storage impacts
not only Kerala but also the
neighbouring districts in
Tamil Nadu. Nearly 1.5 lakh
acres of farmland rely on
Mullaperiyar water, includ-
ing 14,700 hectares in the
Theni district alone. Due to
the lack of water, these
farmlands currently re-

main dry.

e The Mullaperiyar Dam recorded
alarmingly low water storage in July,
dropping to 112.9 ft on Wednesday
compared to 131.4 ft on the same day last
year.

HAEATIRAR aTeT 7 JAT$ & NI ST HEROT
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e This 18.5-ft deficit has been severely affecting farming activities in the bordering districts of
Tamil Nadu.

agls.Sﬁtﬁmaﬁﬂmg%!ﬂm?ﬁﬁmTﬁ@mﬁﬁaﬁmﬂTwﬁqﬂﬁﬁwﬁ
gl

e |t may also soon pose a threat to tourism in the Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Thekkady,
as well as drinking water distribution in the Kumily and Chakkupallom panchayats.

Ig TEufd ofrer & Jersh Py IRAR eror R (AA3R) 7 qaeat & arer-ary FAeh 3k
TFFIEART A 3 GFeTe fIaXoT & ot #ff TeRT 3cdee 9 gl B

Periyar River

e The Periyar River is the longest river in Kerala, flowing for about 244 kilometres.

e It originates from the Sivagiri Hills of the Western Ghats in the Periyar Tiger
Reserve at an elevation of approximately 1,830 metres above sea level.

e The river flows westward and finally empties into the Arabian Sea near Kochi.

e Major dams built across the river include the Mullaperiyar Dam, Idukki Dam,
Cheruthoni Dam and Idamalayar Dam.

e The Idukki Hydroelectric Project, one of India's largest hydroelectric projects,
depends on the Periyar River system.

e The river supports the ecologically rich Periyar Tiger Reserve, home to elephants,
tigers, gaur, Nilgiri langurs.

e The Periyar is also at the centre of the long-standing Mullaperiyar Dam dispute
between Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

e Kerala has raised concerns regarding the safety of the ageing dam, whereas Tamil
Nadu relies on its waters for irrigation, drinking water and power generation.
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16J7. Al crash ‘draft final report’ will be ready by
October: AAIB

T 3T g A 9y sifas RO et aF AR
gl TwamsHt

e More than a year after an Air India Boeing 787
Dreamliner crashed in Ahmedabad on June 12, 2025, killing 229
passengers and 12 crew members on board, the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) has informed the

Al crash draft final report’ will

be ready by October: AAIB Supreme Court that it expects to complete its investigation

s e : within six weeks, with a “draft final report” likely to be ready by
More than a year after an Air India Boeing 787 October
Dreamliner crashed in Ahmedabad on June 12, ) . . .
2025, killing 229 passengers and 12 crew 12 ST 2025 I IgACHETE H T 33T N 787 HAAZR H
members on board, the Aircraft Accident o B :
Investigation Bureau has informed the Supreme géia; T BT, H HaAR 229 AT TAT 12 ATelF Gl

Court that it expects to complete its investigation g7 ¥ 7 o & o
within six weeks, with a “draft final report” likely wewA g 81 1S oY, & Teh A A iTere THY e, FasTed

to be ready by October. It informed the court that ~ GHEIT HAYUT s (TTINES) = ITAAH AT I FId fhar &

the investigation team has interviewed several o

witnesses, including Air India and Boeing 787 o 98 319 ST 379Te) BF WATE o X T it T 3198TT AT &
pilots, crew members who had previously flown IR 3T A & ey IR &Y SiTeY AT FHTGAT

with the pilots of the accident aircraft, air traffic aur > & g & i %—I
control personnel, and specialists in human

factors and crew resource management.

Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB)

faATeT gEleT ST ST (AAB)

* The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is a division of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, Government of India which investigates aircraft accidents and incidents in India.

- AT gHeaT S sgU (AAIB), IR EIHR & ARIRE 335q HATAT HT Th
THIET B, S R H [IAe gHeansi AR ueasit # S #ar g

* The head office is in Udaan Bhawan, an office building on the property of Safdarjung
Airport in New Delhi.

- Sl HEAT 7§ faeell & qhetsiar gar$ g I HUN W EIT Teh HriTod
39T 3817 MG 7 ¢

* Previously the head office was elsewhere on the airport property.
- Ugel ATATST gaTs 3788 o Fuld WX fhall 307 T W a1

Statutory Backing
FleTel TR
* Earlier, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) conducted investigations and

gave information to the investigations established by the Court of Inquiry and the
Committee Inquiry.
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* A separate investigative agency was established to comply with the Standards And
Recommended Practices (SARPs) of the International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAQ).

- HAUSET ARTRS 33541 WS (ICAO) & A HR Irqeifda gamait (SARPs)
T UTele] JARTT FeT & fIT Teh 37c09T ST Toldl hr FAT9=Tr i S|

* The agency was established by Order No. AV-15029/002/2008-CG dated 26 May 2011.
- Jg UoTHT A& HE&AT AV-15029/002/2008-CG &t 26 AF 2011 arT ¥U1fad &r

5 |

 The Aircraft (Investigation of Accidents and Incidents) Rules, 2012 came into effect on
5 July 2012.

- RaTeT (geeansit 3R geasit #r Srw) fA7e, 2012 5 FATE 2012 % gera A 30|

« It provides for setting up of an Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau.

- g AT gdea S g HT TATAT F U AT L

GS Paper Il: International Relations 16 July 2026
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The crisis at the heart of non-proliferation

VAR SAGEYT F Fg; A RAggAT ¥Fhe
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The crisis at the heart of non-proliferation

he present impasse over
Iran’s nuclear future
lays bare the enduring
hypocrisy at the heart
of the global non-proliferation
order. As talks in Doha stumble
through disputes over frozen
assets and verification
mechanisms, Tehran is being
pressed to accept full
dismantlement of its enriched
uranium stockpile in exchange for
economic compensation for
decades of sanctions, even as
President Masoud Pezeshkian
insists Iran will not relinquish its
sovereign right to enrich uranium.
The demand is unambiguous. Yet
the five recognised weapons
powers, and Israel, undeclared
but widely known to possess the
bomb, face no comparable
ultimatum to disarm.

The current confrontation
raises an unavoidable question: on
what grounds should Iran
relinquish a capability that nine
nuclear states retain for
themselves? The claim that Iran is
uniquely dangerous, unstable, or
aggressive is a conclusion in
search of evidence, and cloaked in
language by states whose own
commitment to international law
is selective at best.

Unequal rules
The Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) institutionalised a
hierarchy rather than dismantling
it. It divided the world into
nuclear “haves” and “have-nots,”
and enjoined the latter to restraint
while the former continue to
modernise their nuclear arsenals.
Against this backdrop, the
treatment of Iran is not an
anomaly. India and Pakistan, both
outside the NPT, possess
substantial nuclear arsenals and
are welcomed as strategic partners
by the very powers that patrol the
non-proliferation order. Israel,
whose nuclear programme is an
open secret, has never submitted
to inspection and is never named
in the discourse of proliferation
risk. Iran, by contrast, pursued
enrichment within a legal

Shelley Walia

has taught Cultural
Theory at Panjab
University,
Chandigarh

The Treaty

on the
Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear
Weapons
institutionalised
a hierarchy
rather than
dismantling it

framework, submitted to the most
intrusive inspection regime in the
history of arms control under the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), and was
“rewarded” with unilateral
American withdrawal, the
reimposition of sanctions, and the
renewed threat of military
destruction. Iran complied and
got punished anyway.

There is a deeper historical
contradiction that the current
discourse labours to suppress. The
global nuclear order is, in a
fundamental sense, anchored in
an act of unparalleled destruction
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
August 1945. These remain the
only instances in history of
nuclear weapons being deployed
in conflict. They established the
catastrophic potential of such
arms as well as the precedent that
their use could be justified, and
absorbed into the language of
strategic necessity by the state that
employed them. The U.S. survived
this act morally, emerging
successfully as the designated
guardian of nuclear order.

This precedent complicates
every subsequent moral claim. A
state that has demonstrated the
willingness to use nuclear
weapons against civilian
populations occupies a singular
position when it seeks to regulate
the ambitions of others. The
authority it claims is derived from
the fact of prior use, and from the
geopolitical dominance that use
helped to consolidate. Albert
Einstein warned with
characteristic precision that
humanity must choose between
abolishing war and facing
annihilation. That choice stands
only deferred, and most effectively
by those with the largest arsenals.

The unravelling of the JCPOA
remains one of the most
instructive episodes in recent
diplomatic history, precisely
because it was so revealing.
Negotiated painstakingly under
the Barack Obama administration,
the agreement represented a
genuinely achieved instance of
multilateral diplomacy. Its

16J7. . The crisis at the heart of non-proliferation
HYAR cHIELT F &g # AggaA= gFe
e Against this backdrop, the treatment of Iran is not an anomaly.
S G # $0T & A FoRT ST W1 SqagR S 39aTe 761 o

¢ India and Pakistan, both outside the NPT, possess substantial nuclear arsenals and are
welcomed as strategic partners by the very powers that patrol the non-proliferation order.

abandonment by the Donald
Trump administration in 2018 sent
a message that resonated far
beyond Tehran. For any state
observing this trajectory, the
conclusion inescapably
underscores that future arms
agreements with the U.S. carry no
guarantee of American
compliance. It must be kept in
mind that if the Iran nuclear crisis
deepens further, the JCPOA’s
destruction will stand as its
proximate cause.

An enduring paradox

The question, in the end, is not
whether Iran should or should not
enrich uranium. It is whether the
framework within which that
question is posed is coherent,
consistent, or just. By any honest
reckoning, it is none of these
things. Until that framework is
confronted directly, and not
obscured by the language of
non-proliferation, the
contradictions at the heart of the
nuclear age will continue to
compound. The answer to that
question has been available since
1955, when Einstein and Bertrand
Russell unambiguously asserted
that nuclear weapons must be
abolished altogether, by all states,
without exception, or the logic of
deterrence will produce the
catastrophe it claims to prevent.
Seven decades later, that
conclusion remains as sound as
ever.

We stand at a crossroads in a
world that has grown accustomed
to the gun on the table, until the
day it goes off. Selective
enforcement of non-proliferation,
punishing Iran for compliance
while rewarding others for
defiance, and the indefinite
deferral of the NPT’s disarmament
obligation do not constitute a
rules-based order. They constitute
a system that has chosen,
knowingly, to tolerate the most
destructive weapons in history
rather than eliminate them. That
choice carries a cost. The only
question is whether we confront it
through policy or through
catastrophe.
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e Iran, by contrast, pursued enrichment within a legal framework, submitted to the most
intrusive inspection regime in the history of arms control under the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), and was “rewarded” with unilateral American withdrawal, the
reimposition of sanctions, and the renewed threat of military destruction.

g8 i, $0e o e wader &1 v denfaes ot & Nt 3119 dor, §gFd SaTaE FE
ISET (JCPOA) & 3T e T o1 & g i oy earae fardieTor sqawyT S ThaR
T, 31 g8 Seel 38 TehciwhT IARERY arawl, wfderyl T geredToaT aur A faemer H1 73
§TFhT T TTHAT ST UST|

e Albert Einstein warned with characteristic precision that humanity must choose between
abolishing war and facing annihilation.

IeaE IMFEENT o TASC TG U AT &1 AT o AT Y JGH o S oleT iR ot fmer o oy
Teh faehed Yefell gIa|

An enduring paradox

T T faemer

e The question, in the end, is not whether Iran should or should not enrich uranium.
37elcT: 9T TG 61 & Tob $MeT T JAFAAA T HAtioT ShdalT AIGT I7 e |

e The answer to that question has been available since 1955, when Einstein and Bertrand
Russell unambiguously asserted that nuclear weapons must be abolished altogether, by all
states, without exception, or the logic of deterrence will produce the catastrophe it claims to
prevent.

Y U2eT T 3 1955 3T g, STd ST 3R 983 WA of TISC &I T T AT fom Fafr ot
AR Tt ot 37v7are; o aRATo] FRAARY o qUT Seeelet T S =fe e, stearar faier
(Deterrence) &T fageria 34T faamer &t Sied I fordy Aeved T IE grar FRT gl

GS Paper 111: Economy 16 July 2026
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16J7 | Cabinet okays Semicon 2.0, mobile, urea manufacturing schemes, highways
e & AfAFT 2.0, Marser, gREr RAfasTor At st geraTt aRsemst
st &Y

16J7 | India-U.K. FTA a boost for farmers and small, medium firms, says PM
HRA-Z,&. HFd AR FaRSiar fFamen 3R oy, Aeger segat & e 9371 diewre:
LU ICEE

16J7 | SEBI bans board from new stock, related instruments
A F OIS FEEAT F AT R 3R G FIer wre=t A Ader 9T Aw F9IS

16J7 | India-U.K. social security pact is not retrospective

HRT-Z,&. WIHATINS FI&T FHSAIAT qaeardt (Retrospective) 7@l §
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Cabinet okays Semicon 2.0, mobile,
urea manufacturing schemes, highways

Projects cleared by the CCEA include two major highway projects worth 325400 crore to ease congestion in Varanasi; 9 new gas-based urea plants

with a production capacity of 10 MT; ?1.27 lakh crore for the second edition of India Semiconductor Mission; and 62,500 crore for MPMS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cabinet Com-
mittee on Econom-
ic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi, has
cleared several projects,
including ¥1.27 lakh crore
for the second edition of
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion and ¥62,500 crore for
the mobile phone manu-
facturing scheme (MPMS)
as part of efforts to localise
manufacturing amid global
geopolitical uncertainties.
The Cabinet also accord-
ed approval to two major
highway projects worth
325,400 crore to ease con-
gestion in Varanasi and as
many as nine new gas-
based urea plants nation-
wide with a production ca-
pacity of 10 million tonnes.

Semicon Mission 2.0
The Cabinet has accorded
approval for the %1.27 lakh
crore for the second edi-
tion of India Semiconduc-
tor Mission through which
the government expects to
attract investments of
around ¥4 lakh crore and
lead to semiconductor pro-
duction of ¥2 lakh crore
during the scheme period.
The new edition of the
semiconductor pro-
gramme — which has provi-
sions to incentivise even
suppliers of raw material in
the chip manufacturing in-
dustry, including minerals
and gases — has come at an
appropriate time when the

world is reeling under a
memory chip shortage,
and companies are work-
ing on plans to enhance
production capacity. It also
expects to attract invest-
ment from other chip seg-
ments to meet chip re-
quirements for artificial
intelligence devices.

Highlighting that “Semi-
con 2.0 will have six pillars.
The first pillar will be the
design of chips”; Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
(I&B) Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the pro-
gramme will focus on de-
sign, development and
production of indigenous
chips. “We will be self-re-
liant in the production of
indigenous chips by the
end of this programme,”
the minister said.

The government had al-
located ¥76,000 crore for
the first edition, under
which it had approved 12
projects with cumulative
investments of around
T1.64 lakh crore.

The majority of the in-
vestment in the sector has
come from technology
firm Tata Electronics and
its semiconductor arm.

Mobile manufacturing

The Cabinet also approved
an outlay of 362,500 crore
for the MPMS, aimed at
building Indian brands to
achieve technological so-
vereignty and scale up lo-
cal mobile production to
capture the significant eco-
nomic value, and create In-
dian patents in design and

NHAI project under Hybrid Annuity
Model to include a 43.218-km
corridor linking NH-31 with Varanasi
Ring Road for ¥10,998.32 crore;

Big ticket

The Cabinet Committee

on Economic Affairs
chaired by PM Modi,
cleared several projects
across sectors

a46.039-km corridor

connecting NH-19

with the ring road at
¥14,447.64 crore

New Mational Investment
Policy for Urea (NIPU-
2026) to set up 8=9 new
gas-based plants with
a production capacity of
10 MT to make the
country self-reliant

research and
development.

“The scheme provides
incentive support on eligi-
ble sales for manufacturing
of mobile phones in India
at differentiated rates rang-
ing from 2.25% to 5%.
Scheme also provides addi-
tional incentive of up to
1.5% linked to domestic
sourcing of key compo-
nents/sub-assemblies. For
building Indian brands, an
additional incentive at 3%
on eligible sales for design
and R&D of the product,”
an official release said.

During the scheme te-
nure, the cumulative mo-
bile phone production in
the country is expected to
reach about ¥39 lakh crore
with significant increase in
exports of mobile phones.
The scheme is also expect-
ed to generate around
60,000 direct jobs thereby

%1.27 lakh crore for
Semicen 2.0 through ~
which ¥4 lakh crore
investments,

production warth '] N
%2 lakh crore are B g
expected

-ﬁ mobile phone

e
brands, scaling up local production

w
AN

¥62,500 crore for

manufacturing scheme,
aimed at building Indian

contributing to economic
growth, the release added.

Highways

The highway projects, to
be implemented by the Na-
tional Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) under the
Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM), include a 43.218 ki-
lometre (km)corridor link-
ing NH-31 with the Varanasi
Ring Road along Varuna
River at a total capital cost
of ¥10,998.32 crore and a
46.039 km corridor con-
necting NH-19 with the ring
road along the Ganga River
at a cost of %14,447.64
crore. The NH-19 project
will feature a six-lane ele-
vated carriageway, a cable-
stayed bridge, an extra-
dosed foot over bridge-
cum-major bridge, loops,
ramps, link roads and ser-
vice roads. The NH-31 cor-
ridor will comprise a pre-

dominantly elevated four
and six lane carriageway
with flyovers, loops, ramps
and service roads.

Designed for operating
speeds of 80-100 kmph,
the projects are expected
to significantly reduce tra-
vel times across the city.
The NH-19 corridor will cut
travel time between NH-19
and Kashi Railway Station
from around 50 minutes to
25 minutes, while the
NH-31 project will halve the
journey between NH-31
and Kashi Railway Station
from 40 minutes to 20 mi-
nutes. The government
said the corridors are part
of the Varanasi Deconges-
tion Plan and aligned with
the PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan.

Urea demand

The Cabinet also approved
the National Investment
Policy for Urea (NIPU
2026) to set up “eight-
nine” new gas-based plants
with a production capacity
of 10 million tons to make
the country self-reliant in
the most widely consumed
fertiliser. The new invest-
ment framework, which
assumes significance as it
will encourage new invest-
ments in the sector, is an
extension of the 2012 New
Investment Policy (NIP)
with revisions.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the
urea demand is rising 5%
annually and the policy ap-
proved aims to create addi-
tional urea capacity of 10
million tonnes.

Key changes compared
with NIP 2012 include the
separation of fixed and va-
riable costs for greater
transparency, the intro-
duction of a viable return
on equity (RoE) band with
a floor at 12% and a ceiling
at 16%, and mitigation of
foreign exchange risk
through conversion of
fixed costs into the rupee
after four years based on
prevailing exchange rates.

“These measures are es-
timated to result in savings
of over 3250 crore for each
plant established under NI-
PU-2026 compared with
NIP-2012," the Fertilizers
Ministry said.

The minister said the
country imports 10 million
tons of urea to meet the
domestic shortages. The
annual domestic produc-
tion is around 30 million
tons against the require-
ment of 40 million tons.

The objective of the new
policy is to become self-re-
liant in urea amid a rise in
demand due to a change in
cropping patterns, in-
creased sowing area and
record production.

“The incentive under
the policy will be the same
for private, government
and cooperative projects,”
Vaishnav said.

Under the 2012 NIP,
which expired in October
2019, six new urea units
were set up, including four
through joint venture firms
of nominated public sector
undertaking, and two units
by private companies.

16J7. Cabinet okays Semicon 2.0, mobile, urea manufacturing schemes,

highways

Fiae & AfFTe 2.0, Marse, T RAfastor At s geraTt aRsemst

ot &

e Projects cleared by the CCEA include two major highway projects worth ¥25,400 crore to
ease congestion in Varanasi, 9 new gas-based urea plants with a production capacity of 10
MT, #1.27 lakh crore for the second edition of India Semiconductor Mission, and ¥62,500
crore for MPMS.

T (CCEA) gart ¥ g IRATSTAT3T 7 IRIOT 7 AT SITH HH Fa & forw 225,400
FU3 1 QY WoTE TSTATT IRASAIT, 10 FATAe &1 3curea &7ear arer 9 7 3w amenie IR
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T, 33T efisrsaex et & gl TERtoT & foIT 71.27 o1& FU3 TUTMPMS & faw
62,500 F13 MTA &

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has cleared several projects, including ¥1.27 lakh crore for the second
edition of India Semiconductor Mission and ¥62,500 crore for the Mobile Phone
Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS) as part of efforts to localise manufacturing amid global
geopolitical uncertainties.

TeTeTaa g MY T 3reaerar arel 3fw Arwal F ARFHsNT A (CCEA) A &8
RS &t H{ & &, ForeraT 33 aefiersaey e & g Heator & faw %1.27 om@ a1
T AYaTse Bt fAfAATT FSTar (MPMS) & foIw 262,500 FRU5 ATTA 8 | SeTehT 36T afaeh of-
Toteiifaes ifAfaaansit & sra fafasTor 1 Tureeor F3T g

The Cabinet also accorded approval to two major highway projects worth ¥25,400 crore to
ease congestion in Varanasi and as many as nine new gas-based urea plants nationwide
with a production capacity of 10 million tonnes.

AT aRIOTH & IrAITT ST FA FA o fT 225,400 FN3 6T &Y Y@ TTATT
a3t U 2R F 10 FATFe et Scures T arer 9 Aw I arenfa g w4= v o
Fr &l

Semicon Mission 2.0

Affrsia e 2.0

The Cabinet has accorded approval for €1.27 lakh crore for the second edition of India
Semiconductor Mission through which the government expects to attract investments of
around ¥4 lakh crore and lead to semiconductor production of ¥2 lakh crore during the
scheme period.

Ffeie ¥ $R3ar Aeiiersarey e & gE G&HtoT o forw 71.27 @ #0031 #s[lr & &, foraes
ATETH T TIHR TITHIT T4 AT N3 F AL IR el AT AT AT 7 2 g H35 &

QHhsFeT IcUTe T ofe T TWaT &

The new edition of the semiconductor programme — which has provisions to incentivise
even suppliers of raw material in the chip manufacturing industry, including minerals and
gases — has come at an appropriate time when the world is reeling under a memory chip
shortage, and companies are working on plans to enhance production capacity.

AHFEFE FRFH & 7T FEHT H T FAATOT 353107 & Fed A, o8 @iaor 3T i &
IYfcTerciT3it T 8 ScaTeeT 3ot T TGS §| I8 T8 THT H 3T & 51 gforar AANY g hir waft
T ATHAT T T § 31T FURAT 3cuTesT &85 Sl I A3 o 1 FT T B

It also expects to attract investment from other chip segments to meet chip requirements for
artificial intelligence devices.

gad FA| ggfAw (Artificial Intelligence) 3TETRA SYRIUT T I HTERIRATHT Y G A

& ToT 3177 T 8137 & off fAger 3ma i 37 B

Highlighting that "Semicon 2.0 will have six pillars. The first pillar will be the design of
chips”; Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the programme
will focus on design, development and production of indigenous chips.

agaarﬁgw%"@ﬁaﬁa 2.0 % B T gIeT 3N Ul T3 R TS glomr, Faretr wa gawor
A 3rRgelt dsorq o FgT & g I Taceh Al & RBermser, fawm 31 3caresr W Higa g

“We will be self-reliant in the production of indigenous chips by the end of this programme,”
the minister said.

FAY o FgT, "5T HIAHA & 3d doh g Fagelt Rt & 3curesT 7 smeAfasiy g smoar”

The highway projects, to be implemented by the National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) under the Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM), include a 43.218 kilometre corridor linking
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NH-31 with the Varanasi Ring Road along the Varuna River at a total capital cost of
¥10,998.32 crore.

TSERT TSAATEN FIFAFIOT (NHAI) SaRT 81888 Togel Alser (HAM) o dgel offa] 1 STt arell Sa1
TSTATT GRASTATHT 7 FToT 7Y & FhaAR NH-31 T arRTorEY Rar A5 F sy arer 43.218
fralafiet oiaT ISR A &, TSI et IiaTe SreTer 210,998.32 FI45 g7 |

e The projects also include a 46.039 km corridor connecting NH-19 with the ring road along
the Ganga River at a cost of ¥14,447.64 crore.

SoT IRANSTAT3IT 7 79T AdY F fRaTR NH-19 3t Rer U8 & Ssar arerm 46.039 fFat#lex oer
HIeR o A &, FSEedT areTd €14,447.64 F08 g19MT|

Urea demand

e # i

e The Cabinet also approved the National Investment Policy for Urea (NIPU 2026) to set up
"eight-nine" new gas-based plants with a production capacity of 10 million tons to make
the country self-reliant in the most widely consumed fertiliser.

Hfaae o Tad 310 39T fFT ST1e aTer 39TF 7 4 F ATCATAIR da1et & forv 10 fAfaws
T ScUTe &TH aTel "3TS-aAt" 7T A arenfe =t b1 wrae g IRAm & fore s fader

Afer (NIPU 2026) T 8t Hodr &1

e The new investment framework, which assumes significance as it will encourage new
investments in the sector, is an extension of the 2012 New Investment Policy (NIP) with
revisions.

g A1 2T &, S 39 &1 H 10 fAa20 &l Yicaried e, HRNET & A1 2012 6 a8 fader
Afa (NIP) =7 faraiRa s &1

e  “These measures are estimated to result in savings of over ¥250 crore for each plant
established under NIPU-2026 compared with NIP-2012,” the Fertilizers Ministry said.

3&e HATT o Hel, "geT 3URT A NIP-2012 T JeIaT 7 NIPU-2026 & et T Tedeh T

A 2250 FU3 § TR Y T2l glet T AT 81"

India-UK. FTA a boost for farmers
and small,medium firms, says PM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

PM Narendra Modi said the
India-U.K. Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), taking
effect Wednesday, will
boost Indian farmers’ in-
comes, entrepreneurs and
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs).

“The CETA will give
fresh momentum to farm-
ers, entrepreneurs and
MSMESs,” he posted on X.

“Several vibrant sectors
will gain stronger access to
U.K. market. It will deepen
cooperation in technology,
professional services and
innovation, while support-
ing greater mobility for
skilled Indian talent.”

He said the Double Con-
tribution Convention will

AN

Narendra Modi

provide “invaluable sup-
port to Indian profession-
als” working temporarily
in the U.K. and boost ‘our
firms’ competitiveness’
“All the UK. cities are
looking at India with great
excitement,”  Harjinder
Kang, the UXK’s Trade
Commissioner for South
Asia and British Deputy
High Commissioner for
Western India and one of

the lead negotiators of the
trade pact, said, adding the
bilateral trade between the
two countries stood at £45
billion in 2024 and rose to
£48 billion in 2026 even in
the absence of a deal.

Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal said, “It [the
deal] opens new frontiers
for IT, professional, finan-
cial, education and busi-
ness services sectors while
expanding mobility for In-
dian talent.”

Meanwhile, Maharash-
tra CM  symbolically
flagged off the first con-
signment of goods from In-
dia to the UK. under CETA.

Rajeev Singh, DG, In-
dian Chamber of Com-
merce said, “Securing du-
ty-free access for 99% of
exports is no small
achievement. Textiles

stand out in particular. Our
exporters in Tiruppur and
Surat have long operated at
a duty disadvantage
against Bangladesh and
Cambodia in the U.K. and
that gap now closes, giving
an entire manufacturing
ecosystem room to grow.”

Services also to gain
Chandrajit Banerjee, DG,
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII), said, “En-
hanced market access
across IT, financial, profes-
sional, education and
healthcare services with
improved mobility provi-
sions and Double Contri-
bution Convention, will
boost global competitive-
ness of Indian firms and
professionals in the U.K..”

(With inputs from Vi-
naya Deshpande)

16J7. India-U.K.
FTA aboost for
farmers and
small, medium
firms, says PM
HRA- &, AFd
SR FHS AT
framet 3t oy,
HEAH 35TAT &
IGMEER IR IEGE
ELICEE]

e Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi said the India-
U.K. Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA),
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taking effect Wednesday, will boost Indian farmers’ incomes, entrepreneurs and micro,
small and medium enterprises (MSMES).

Tt NG AT 7 g7 o HRA-I,F. SAE T va SR wASlar (CETA), ST quar &
THTET G3T, AR RaTetl 1 31, SeATAAT T2 oA, oY IR 7CAA JgAT (MSMES) T Sgrar
ca|

“The CETA will give fresh momentum to farmers, entrepreneurs and MSMESs,” he posted on
X

3egiet X I forar, "CETA i, seafaat st MSMESs &t 713 a1far ueret e
“Several vibrant sectors will gain stronger access to U.K. market.
"% I §U &1 1 3. & AR T Sgck Ig o e

It will deepen cooperation in technology, professional services and innovation, while
supporting greater mobility for skilled Indian talent.”

Ig W@y, detax Fanait 3k arar 7 Fedier S 3R e HIT U7 Ferer AR Fhersmait
&1 31T HTEAREHAT (Mobility) & 3 geia gam|”

He said the Double Contribution Convention will provide “invaluable support to Indian
professionals” working temporarily in the U.K. and boost “our firms’ competitiveness.”

3egiol gl oh ST HEISTAT FedleT T, 3. H TR & § HRRA HARART FeAa 1 "3737e4
ader &9 AR gAN Faferat Hr giarrafcrsar s

“All the U.K. cities are looking at India with great excitement,” Harjinder Kang, the U.K.’s
Trade Commissioner for South Asia and British Deputy High Commissioner for
Western India and one of the lead negotiators of the trade pact, said.

3. & gfevor TR & SR HgF aur 9ftew aRa F e 39 ssagEa s AR
ASNA & JHG ATcAHRT H A Teh gXTTe 1T o el g, F. & el AT 7R H1 93 3cHTE & Ay
el

He added the bilateral trade between the two countries stood at £45 billion in 2024 and rose
to £48 billion in 2026 even in the absence of a deal.

3ogiel gl T g1l a2l & o gfavafir samarR 2024 # 45 3R9 9133 &1, S farely aASila & faa
8T 2026 # FGHT 48 I T3S &1 77|

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said, “It [the deal] opens new frontiers for IT,
professional, financial, education and business services sectors while expanding
mobility for Indian talent.”

aiforea #f Ry airrer 1 wvgT, "I FFSar IS, ey, e, e sk samawes Qar
& fIT ST TTR WAdT § TAT HRANT FFFH31T 7 3areraT (Mobility) 7 fAEdR Far gl

Meanwhile, Maharashtra Chief Minister symbolically flagged off the first consignment of
goods from India to the U.K. under CETA.

3 ofTel, AERTSE & HEIHA o CETA & gl #R & Z.F. SileT dTel AT T Tgoll WY I
YclishTcaeh &9 & T foha|

Rajeev Singh, Director General, Indian Chamber of Commerce, said, “Securing duty-free
access for 99% of exports is no small achievement.

T3 A 3T FiAd & FETALUF Telia g A T, "99% e & AT yeeh-Aha TgT
AT T IS BIET STATRT 76T 81"

Textiles stand out in particular.

TIRIY §9 § FYST 3GANT I SHHAT T3T o1 [Hea|

Our exporters in Tiruppur and Surat have long operated at a duty disadvantage against
Bangladesh and Cambodia in the U.K. and that gap now closes, giving an entire
manufacturing ecosystem room to grow.”

freqT 3R X o gAR TATeTeh ofd @HT @ . & qeaeer iR Faf3ar i Jofel & e datft
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THHTT T THAT Y I F, eHfehe] 319 Ig AR FATS g1 SITwaT, Forad g fafaa{or o 1 31t
qeot 1 3 fAeem|”

Services also to gain

Qar &7 1 #f Ao amr

e Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll), said,
“Enhanced market access across IT, financial, professional, education and healthcare
services with improved mobility provisions and Double Contribution Convention, will
boost global competitiveness of Indian firms and professionals in the U.K.”

HRART 3T IREw (Cll) & Agfadas dgsiia aesit o e, "3, R, dekar, Raw si
FATELT QT3 H GEA AR TE, 3oeic] AATRAEY Traerteit FUT sorer Fled@ret dHederet & Hr
.. H AR Fafaat 3 et i dRaw vfarraicrsmar 1 ggrar ffeem

India-UK. social security
pact is not retrospective

Sriram L! !s !!mn

LONDON

The India-UK. Double
Contributions Convention
(DCC), allowing temporary
Indian and British workers
an exemption from paying
social security contribu-
tions in their host coun-
tries for 60 months, is not
retrospective, i.e., it will
not apply to Indians alrea-
dy working in the U.K. and
Britons working in India
before July 15.

The DCC came into ef-
fect on Wednesday along-
side the India-UK. Com-
prehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA).
Normally, temporary fo-
reign workers — called “de-
tached workers” in the
UK. — are exempt from
U.K. social security contri-

Double Contributions
Convention applies
only to emplovees
arriving in UK. on
or after Wednesday

butions known as National
Insurance (NI) for the first
12 months. The India-U.K.
DCC has increased this ex-
emption from 12 to 60
months for detached
workers.

However, guidance is-
sued by the U.K. clarifies
that individuals already
working in the UK. imme-
diately before Wednesday
are not considered “de-
tached workers” under the
DCC and are hence subject
to UK. law on social secur-
ity contributions.

National Insurance con-

tribution is paid by both
the employee and em-
ployer, normally. The em-
ployee could pay up to 8%
of gross salary generally
and the employer up to
15% of gross salary as NI
contributions.

The DCC applies only to
employees arriving in the
U.K. on or after Wednesday
and who are not expected
to remain in the UK. for
more than 60 months.

His Majesty’s Revenue
and Customs (HMRC) adds
that in these cases those
seeking an exemption
should get a “certificate of
coverage” from India’s Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) as evi-
dence that they are making
social security contribu-
tions in India and are ex-
empt from U.K. NIC.

16J7. India-U.K. social
security pact is not
retrospective

HRT- . WIATSH &l
FaStar qaeardt
(Retrospective) gl &

e The India-U.K. Double
Contributions Convention
(DCC), allowing temporary
Indian and British workers an
exemption from paying social
security contributions in their
host countries for 60 months,
is not retrospective, i.e., it will
not apply to Indians already
working in the U.K. and Britons
working in India before July 15.

HRA-I F. 3q FereqAqed
F=d2reT (DCC), T TEARM
R 31T fafeer waraiat 1
ASTETA ST H 60 AGIAT dh
QAT GI&TT e § e &l
¢, gaeardY (Retrospective) =gt
€1 31T IE 15 s & gt

&, 7 FRNT AT 3R AR 7 FRRT i amrRat o3 o 781 gem|

e The DCC came into effect on Wednesday alongside the India-U.K. Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA).
DCC JHaR & Rd-Z &, AT T Td SR FA/SAT (CETA) a:memwlgsm

e Normally, temporary foreign workers — called "detached workers" in the U.K. — are
exempt from U.K. social security contributions known as National Insurance (NI) for the
first 12 months.

AT AT et wtamd, foeg g.&. 7 f3des a&d g1 Srar g, Yge 12 A o
&, & AT SLANA () TR WA G el & FHFcl el & |
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The India-U.K. DCC has increased this exemption from 12 to 60 months for detached
workers.

HRA-Z.F. DCC 3= a&d & v 30 o 7 3@ 12 7 & g1 60 7P FX & ¢

However, guidance issued by the U.K. clarifies that individuals already working in the U.K.
immediately before Wednesday are not considered "detached workers" under the DCC and
are hence subject to U.K. law on social security contributions.

gTellieh, I &. SaRT STRY feren-fadelt 7 Tuse f&har 3 ¢ 7o qUar & S ggel I.%. A Tgel
I safed DCC & 3 'f3des g w1l A= St 3R safav 30 W g . & wwnfas
Y& AT FEH HlefeT AL BidT |

National Insurance contribution is paid by both the employee and employer, normally.

FIATI: AT SRANH IHRAGTA T AT FaraRy 3R Fraerar It garT o Sirefr 2|

The employee could pay up to 8% of gross salary generally and the employer up to 15% of
gross salary as NI contributions.

HHTT: FHANY 379 el ddeT (Gross Salary) T 8% T d2T fAaYFdr 15% oo e
FRARH (NI) 3RACTA o & H $ITcATeT T Hebell |

The DCC applies only to employees arriving in the U.K. on or after Wednesday and who are
not expected to remain in the U.K. for more than 60 months.

DCC hael 3o FHNRIT 9T 9] G151t FUAR AT 38 o6 . q'g”'aﬁﬁhrﬁaa? 60 AT T
3170 THT T g,&. 7 @ T qATEAT AGT

His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) adds that in these cases those seeking an
exemption should get a "certificate of coverage" from India’s Employees’ Provident Fund

Organisation (EPFO) as evidence that they are making social security contributions in
India and are exempt from U.K. NIC.

foar A9FE W Us FFerw (HMRC) & Fe1 & foF O Al 7 G a6 arel cafaay &

R & HATRT iasy AT HaraeT (EPFO) ¥ "aféfhehe 3iT® Faver ITed =T 819, St 39 a1
T SHTOT B19TT foh & IR & |IATTSI Y&TT IRASTT Y ¢ & 3N 3o¢ I, F. AT $2ARH
FEeFeT (NIC) & T uIedl &
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Leak of Kudankulam
nuclear plant data
sparks ‘commotion’

P. Sudhakar
TIRUNELVELI

The leak of highly sensitive
files of Kudankulam Nu-
clear Power Plant
(KKNPP), reportedly ac-
cessed by a ransomware
group from a contractor’s
server, has triggered “ab-
solute commotion” in the
plant, KKNPP sources said
on Wednesday.

After  commissioning
two 1,000 Mwe VVER reac-
tors, KKNPP is building
four more such units with
Russian collaboration.

Sources said the top
brass of the upcoming nu-
clear park is “completely
clueless” about the deve-
lopment that poses securi-
ty threat as it may let an ad-
versary map the support
system and  identify
vulnerabilities.

According to Reuters,
more than 19,000 files dat-
ing between 2016 and
mid-2025, and linked to
KKNPP’s engineering blue-
prints on control, cooling
and ventilation systems,
list of vendors and sup-
pliers, etc. had been ac-
cessed by World Leaks.

Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India Limited said
the information claimed to
be available in public do-
main pertains to “conven-
tional balance of plant
common service facilities”
and does not relate to any
nuclear safety or nuclear

security-related systems.

The leak originated
from a server hosted by
third party provider Yotta.
The plant’s contractor,
Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Group, has admitted that a
“partial breach” had hap-
pened and the government
had been informed.

“Suspicious activity on
Yotta’s server was noted on
May 29 last and it was re-
ported in June-end. Investi-
gations by Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limit-
ed (NPCIL), the project
proponent, and Computer
Emergency Response
Team are on,” the sources
said.

When the KKNPP en-
countered a similar inci-
dent in 2019, wherein a
North Korean malware in-
fection on its administra-
tive network exposed the
plant’s vulnerability,
NPCIL had dismissed it say-
ing their “unbreachable
standalone network” was
intact and no data could be
accessed by any dark web.

Neither KKNPP’s site di-
rector Ashok Bhatiya nor
V.P. Sunil, Station Director
(1 and 2), could be reached
for their comments on this
sensitive issue.

Senior manager of hu-
man resources and public
relations Kannan, who
usually keeps in touch with
the media for occasional
press statements, also did
not pick up repeated calls.

16J7. Leak of Kudankulam nuclear plant
data sparks ‘commotion’

FSAF A YIAT] HIF & 32T olieh § ‘goraer’

qT TG

e The leak of highly sensitive files of
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP),
reportedly accessed by a ransomware group from a
contractor’s server, has triggered “absolute
commotion” in the plant, KKNPP sources said on
Wednesday.

FEAFAH AT Foll FAT (FhTardrdl) T el
HagaAeier HIgal & Teh YTHAAIT FHE IR SHaR F
AT @ AT & § GTeeT U Silet o ST JI H “qot
g H 915 ¢, TAT HFHhTeTdrdt & Gl o LR o1
garaT|

e After commissioning two 1,000 MWe VVER
reactors, KKNPP is building four more such units
with Russian collaboration.

ar 1,000 #3MTETE &7HdT ater AR Rrwaret & el
B & 91 heh T ™ & HIRT ¥ VH & IR 3R
Ruerext &1 T Ao T @ R

e Sources said the top brass of the upcoming
nuclear park is “completely clueless” about the
development that poses a security threat as it may
let an adversary map the support system and
identify vulnerabilities.

AT oh AR, AT GATI] Gl 7 M Jarersr 57
TTATHH § “q8 aE HATHA” B, ST Tg Teh 731
&I WA Scee T &, Fiieh 3ad his faedt var
HEI® YN T AT JAR & 3oTeh! HHASAET

T I X ThT g

e According to Reuters, more than 19,000
files dating between 2016 and mid-2025, and linked
to KKNPP’s engineering blueprints on control,
cooling and ventilation systems, list of vendors
and suppliers, etc. had been accessed by World
Leaks.

AGeH & AR, 2016 & 2025 F HET oIh 1 A &
| 19,000 W 3Tl Wigel, foraral aveardidt &
Sreior. Shererr e e sonval £ o
@y, fassanait it smgfclaaait g anfe

gfFafad €, o8 dieq canT 9red T off TS|

e Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited said the information claimed to be available in
the public domain pertains to “conventional balance of plant common service facilities”
and does not relate to any nuclear safety or nuclear security-related systems.

FFERI AT HRUREA 16 33 fRfAes (vaddiznsee) « wgr & adarfaes & 7 3oy
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e The leak originated from a server hosted by third-party provider Yotta.
T ST <1k [ellA-T&T AT FETelT AIEET GaRT G fohT 1T HAX § 3o 3T

e The plant’s contractor, Anil Ambani’s Reliance Group, has admitted that a “partial breach”
had happened and the government had been informed.

AT o SeheR Arfarer siamelt & R aog o TR o & o 3T qat seeraer” g3 o
3R ST FIAT FIHR 1S &7 7S AT

e “Suspicious activity on Yotta’s server was noted on May 29 last and it was reported in
June-end. Investigations by Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL), the
project proponent, and Computer Emergency Response Team are on,” the sources said.

AT & ST, “AeeT & §aX 0¥ 29 #E 1 wiewer afafafey Sul arg ofr 3N sHeh Fae o+ & Ha A
& 715 | TR Ura FRERR 3T i3 fafas (vadiismdee), St afser yad# §, aur
FET ST Reated &9 @ St Sl §17

¢ When the KKNPP encountered a similar incident in 2019, wherein a North Korean malware
infection on its administrative network exposed the plant’s vulnerability, NPCIL had

dismissed it saying their “unbreachable standalone network” was intact and no data could
be accessed by any dark web.

aazomﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁw@rmgéaﬁ,ﬁmﬁmaﬂmmﬁmmm
mﬁmwmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁmmwmmﬁmmg
ATH T GIRST Y e T o Sa7eht “3rfed Faeia Aeas” GRHaId & 3R el 31k aw & e
H IS 3T YTod AT [T ST FhT|

o Neither KKNPP’s Site Director Ashok Bhatiya nor V.P. Sunil, Station Director (1 and 2),
could be reached for their comments on this sensitive issue.

8 Haeaeder e 9 ufafsar & v o o Fdvadid) & ase e srae snfear ik a &
T fAeers (1 ve 2) dtdt. galter & Toh gl T |

e Senior Manager of Human Resources and Public Relations Kannan, who usually keeps in
touch with the media for occasional press statements, also did not pick up repeated calls.

AT AU UG FTAHTH & TS TGHSF Foolel, 5l GHI-GHT G ASAT 7 I qaFaed TR
A Ed &, 3ogiel oY TR-a fhT 7T BIeT Shiel ol 3T A8 &aT|

16J7. Sun Pharma gets nod for generic

Sun Pharma gets nod for semaglutide injection .
i 1 inieet BTAT & *
generic semaglutide injection SHARE FATTETES goraerd & fav

ol e
Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd. on
Wednesday said it has received approval from the

. Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd. on
South African Health Products Regulatory N A .
Authority (SAHPRA) to manufacture and market Wednesday said it has received approval from the South

. ; PP African Health Products Regulatory Authority
the generic version of se lutide injection in .
Sou?h Africa for the treaaaégnt of adujlts with (SAHPRA) to manufacture and market the generic

inadequately controlled type 2 diabetes mellitus version of semaglutide injection in South Africa for
as an adjunct to diet and exercise. In a regulatory  the treatment of adults with inadequately controlled type
filing, the company said it plans to launch the 2 diabetes mellitus as an adjunct to diet and exercise.

product in the market in the coming days. #n mmﬁwﬁmg@aﬁﬁﬁﬁrwaﬁm%sﬁ
ETIoT 3nhTRT Ty 3cuTg fAaTHE WIfsHor (SAHPRA)
T STRIOT ITPYHT H AARF AATACIZS FAFUA o [FTATOT 3N FAIUTeT T HdY AT 1 &1 58T
39T 2T 2 ST Afdew & NS 3o agEeht & TR & foha SiwaT, fSireht #AYHAg hael
3ER 3R =armT & gied ®9 & AT A& & ar wr g
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Global bids invited
under PLI for 10

GWh ACC batteries
TIW The objective is to

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Heavy In-
dustries has invited global
bids to set up advanced
battery  manufacturing
plants with a total capacity
of 10 gigawatt-hours (GWh)
in India under the govern-
ment’s Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for
Advanced Chemistry Cell
(ACC) batteries.

These batteries will be
used for grid-scale energy
storage, helping store elec-
tricity generated from re-
newable sources such as
solar and wind.

In 2021, the Centre ap-
proved an %18,100-crore
PLI scheme to build 50
GWh of battery manufac-
turing capacity in India. Of

cut dependence on
imported ACCs by
strengthening local
manufacturing

this, 40 GWh has already
been allocated to domestic
manufacturers, with the
remaining 10 GWh now
open for bidding.

The objective of the
scheme is to reduce India’s
dependence on imported
ACCs by strengthening
domestic manufacturing
capabilities and incentivis-
ing large domestic and in-
ternational players to esta-
blish a globally competitive
ACC battery-manufactur-
ing ecosystem in the coun-

try.

e In aregulatory filing, the company said it plans to launch
the product in the market in the coming days.

T fAATHAT Brsfoier & o o Fgr i ag 3= arer it F 57
3UTE T ST H Slled el T ATelT 9T T &

16J7. Global bids invited under PLI for 10 GWh ACC
batteries

PLI & d&d 10 GWh ACC deRat & faw dRgs afear
ImART

e The Ministry of Heavy Industries has invited global bids
to set up advanced battery manufacturing plants with a total
capacity of 10 gigawatt-hours (GWh) in India under the
government’s Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for
Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) batteries.

Y 3EANT HATrT A HRA & 10 FRTare-6e (GWh) T el &THT
aTel oA aedY AT §9F T e & fow vaaes SR A
(ACC) ¥Rt 8 TR T 3cuTeet 3menia WiewTgeT (PLI) Tofall
3T dfRas axfeat AT Hr E)

e Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) batteries are high-performance rechargeable
batteries that store electrical energy using advanced electrochemical technologies.
They are far more efficient, energy-dense and durable than conventional lead-acid
batteries, making them essential for electric vehicles (EVs), renewable energy
storage systems, consumer electronics and grid-scale energy storage.

o Unlike traditional batteries, ACC batteries can store more electricity in a smaller and
lighter package, enabling EVs to travel longer distances on a single charge. The most
common ACC technologies include Lithium-ion (Li-ion), Lithium Iron Phosphate
(LFP), Nickel Manganese Cobalt (NMC) and emerging solid-state batteries.
Future technologies may also include sodium-ion batteries.
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A new era of Indian ecology looks to its horizons, and to the ground
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China’s ‘Great Green Wall’ tames desert growth, but fight not over
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A new era of Indian ecology looks

The second Indian Wildlife

Fcology

field stations got together to figure out where the

Conferencein I

na bex muafumm \\huv

to its horizons, and to the ground

An!ta !Hml :

SONEPAT

ildlife ecology in India
looks different today than
it did a decade ago.
Climate change, habitat

fragmentation, invasive species, and rapid
development are all reshaping ecosystems
faster than scholars can document them.
Thus, ecologists are interested in how
biodiversity has changed as well as how it
is likely to change next.

Just these questions shaped the second
Indian Wildlife Ecology Conference
(IWEC), at Ashoka University in Sonepat,
Haryana, on July 10-12, where researchers
from across India came together to
discuss the future of wildlife ecology in
the country. Conceived by the late wildlife
biologist Ajith Kumar as a national
platform for India’s wildlife ecologists to
exchange ideas, IWEC has grown into a
forum where researchers from
universities, government agencies, NGOs,
and field stations together figure out
where the discipline is heading - using
insights into evolutionary history,
long:-term monitoring, public policy,
technology, and public health.

The inaugural conference, held in
2024, demonstrated the breadth of this
community. At the second conference,
this year, the participants repeatedly
returned to the same question: how can
ecologists anticipate ecological change?
As Indian ecology reaches towards
jon across biological scales,
d.\sc iplines, and even the divide between

ience and policy, much of that ambition
il depends on staying close to the
ground, to fieldwork and local
institutions.

Biodiversity at scale
The conference's thre plred lenary|
sh

expanding across bmlog\ml scales, (aklng
in evolutionary history, ecosystem
change, bird conservation, citizen

_ science, and animal physiology. The
throughline was that predicting the future
requires evidence spanning both the deep
past and the decisions animals every day
make to survive.

The opening plenary traced
biodiversity through deep evolutionary
time. Jahnavi Joshi (CSIR-Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology,
Hyderabad) spoke of how geological
history and climate gradients shaped the
diversity of woody plants in the Western
Ghats. Using phylogenetic analyses, she
examined whether different parts of the
mountain range function as evolutionary
“cradles’, where new species originate, or

‘museums’, where ancient lineages
persist. She argued that both patterns can
help predict how speces will respond to
future

change. The emphasis is
moving from description towards
prediction. Yet every one of these
predictive tools, including from
physiological measurements to
citizen-science records, rests on long,
even tedious periods of observation.

Understanding to action

4
kv‘ y \
the attend tIWEC 2026,

not be able to handle 1l pletely halt bi ity loss, “it
warming” she said. Rather than just sumlﬁkandy reduces how fast it occurs”.
record pecies occur, an provide a
are also y trying to common k, Menon and
the it that i i y argued, but Iasnng
organisms and respond to ctive local

institutions .md the communities that
share these landscapes with wildlife. In
other words, predictions and
commitments are both only as effective as
the institutions and communities that can
actonit.

Across disciplines

While the plenary sessions highlighted

the scientific and policy challenges of
managing free-ranging dog populations in
Indian cities and their edges.

Panellists also reflected on how
terminology shaped public discourse.
Chandrima Home (Srishti Manipal
Institute of Art, Design, and Technology,
Bengaluru) argued that the label
“free-ranging dogs” captured these
populations more accurately than “stray”
or “feral”, since only a small fraction
comes into conflict with wildlife or
livestock. Other speakers discussed the
role of Animal Birth Control programmes
alongside the need to improve waste

However, scientific alon
cannot conserve biodiversity. A s|

what wildlife ecologists dying, the
el ions noted how

municipal
arguing that dog populations

session, called ‘Leveraging Global Policies
for Local Conservation in India', turned
the focus to how ecological knowledge
can inform decision-making in India while
recognising that conservation everywhere
is shaped by the interplay of science,
governance, and society. The discussion,
moderated by Asmita Kabra (Ashoka
University), asked how international

the discipline itself was changing.
Advances in artificial intelligence,
genomics, environmental DNA, and
computational tools are transforming
ecology research, allowing scientists to
ask questions that would have beer
difficult, or even impossible, just a decade
ago. Yet throughout the conference,
speakers also cautioned against viewing
for

adapted to India’s ecological and social
realities. Its speakers agreed global
succeed only where local

Mahesh Sankaran (National Centre for
Biological Sciences, Bengaluru) turned to
the future of India’s montane grasslands
under climate change, drawing on
projections from the UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change to show how rising temperature,
increasingly variable rainfall, and extreme
weather will reshape these already
vulnerable ecosystems, alongside other
human-driven pressures such as altered
nutrient cycles and land-use change.

Evolutionary history has set the stage

and long-term monitoring is today
tracking how biodivers
changing. Ashwin Viswanathan (Nature

Conservation Foundation, Mysuru) spoke
of citizen-science platforms such as eBird
India generating observations at scales
impossible in conventional field studes,
helping researchers track migration and
species distributions. His example of
choice was the rusty-tailed flycatcher,
‘whose migration acmw Uttarakhand and
eastern India rese: TS reconstructed
using citizen-science data.

Asad Rahmani (Bombay Natural
History Society) - who has been
surveying the pressures on the country’s
birds such as habitat loss, infrastructure,
and climate change - pointed to the
drying of Kashmir's Shallabugh wetland
and urged scientists and citizens alike to
speak up for wildlife. Anusha Shankar
(Tata Institute of Fundamental Research,
Hyderabad) described physiology as an
underutilised lens connecting processes
across biological scales, drawing on
energy expenditure and body
temperature measurements in
hummingbirds.

Maria Thaker (Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru) likewise drew on
studies of the spiny-tailed lizard to show
how desert reptiles regulate body
temperature and adjust their nutritional
requirements across seasons. “Lizards,
like other ectothermic vertebrates, can
behaviourally thermoregulate, but will

institutions and evidence-ba:
implementation back them up.

In particular, Jagdish Krishnaswamy
(Indian Institute for Human Settlements,
Bengaluru) called for experts to move
beyond species-centred conservation to
protect the ecological processes that
sustain entire landscapes. Following the
success of India’s protected areas, he
argued that the next frontier is conserving
landscapes beyond their boundaries and
integrating biodiversity, livelihoods, and
climate resilience.

Vivek Menon (Wildlife Trust of India),
in turn, said conservation centred on
species remains indispensable because
“the natural world sustains
losing the species that sustai
added that while conservation cannot

ogy as a
ecological understanding.

(Indian Imumle of Science Education and
Research, Tirupat), panellists discussed
how ecology is adapting to rapid advances
in artificial intelligence and genetics.
These tools have expanded the scope of
ecological research, the panel noted, but
could not substitute for the
understanding that comes from directly
engaging with nature. “Unless and until
we have field logic, we won't be able to
analyse our data well,” Bilal Habib
(Wildlife Institute of India) said.

Another panel examined the complex
issue of free-ranging dogs through the
intersecting lenses of ecology, public
health, animal welfare, and urban
governance. And rather than advocate a
single approach, the discussion laid out

Attendees at the conference read a poster. ANKITA RATHORE

track food availability as closely as any
carnivore does in the wild. As Anindita
Bhadra (IISER Kolkata) put it, “We want
our cities to be smart, but we can't
manage our garbage.” Both, in fact, made
the same case from opposite directions:
that technology cannot replace field logic
and that a problem like free-ranging dogs
cannot be solved by ecology alone.

Spider silk on the breeze
The conference’s parallel symposia
carried this range of inquiry further as
researchers also presented work on river
ecosystems, disease ecology, bats, insects,
behavioural ecology, environmental DNA,
wildlife corridors, and conservation
technologies, drawing ecology into the
conversation through genetics,
physmlogy epidemiology, and the social
Kamat, a PhD scholar at
ipeeth (Deemed-to-be
University), Pum-. has used advanced
molecular methods to map how seasonal
changes in diet shape the gut microbiome
of Indian grey wolves, offering insights
into how carnivores persist in changing
environments. Swapnil Kiran (CSIR-CCMB
Hyderabad) spoke about her work on
quantifying the economic burden of
snakebite mortality and morbidity in
rural India using a community-based
ecological epidemiology approach.
Sibasish Sahoo (Amity University, Noida)
has documented how Asian elephants
change the way they behave in the mining
landscapes of Keonjhar, Odisha, to
navigate increasingly fragmented habitats,
utilising a mix of field-based, spatial, and
analytical ecological methods. The three
researchers’ work was a reminder of how
wide ecological methods range today.
Overall, over three days and 197 talks,
the throughline described a discipline
that has become ambitious ~ especially
more integrative and more willing to
speak to policy and public health — even
as it remains, at its core, a science of the
ground. In a special address,
philanthropist and one of the
conference’s sponsors Rohini Nilekani
likened wildlife ecologists to the breeze
that carries a spider's silk, allowing it to
cast a web that would otherwise be
impossible to build. Likewise, individual
strands of conservation become
meaningful only when they connect.
(Ankita Rathore is a science
communicator and writer whose work
focuses on science and technology policy,
research, and higher education.
rathoreankita024@gmail.com)

16J7. A new era of Indian
ecology looks to its horizons,
and to the ground

AT IR &1 v 14T
I 379t farfasit auT eRTaer
I W @I R

e Just these questions shaped
the second Indian Wildlife Ecology
Conference (IWEC), at Ashoka
University in Sonepat, Haryana, on
July 10-12, where researchers from
across India came together to discuss
the future of wildlife ecology in the
country.

Sl 9= o EfadIy HRART Fogaiig
i feufaehy wFaee (3résseggdt) 1
TR AR o, SiY 10-12 S[elts &t
R F Wi RRya st
Tareafaeamer 3 3manfr g3, st
R R F ATl T FH qegaiig
qIRTEfad & sy W o= =t &
ﬁtruarar'g"trl

e His example of choice was the
rusty-tailed flycatcher, whose
migration across Uttarakhand and
eastern India researchers

reconstructed using citizen-science
data.

37gieT 3GTEX0T & &Y H [EN-ees
FA$R AT Seod fhaT, Toras
IORIES 7T A HR A Fare
YeATAATOT Qitrshcii3it o ArTRe faramer
el F 3MUR I |

¢ Asad Rahmani (Bombay
Natural History Society) — who has
been surveying the pressures on the
country’s birds such as habitat loss,
infrastructure, and climate change
— pointed to the drying of Kashmir’s
Shallabugh wetland and urged
scientists and citizens alike to speak
up for wildlife.

G TEAA (@ e ey

WIATIEY) — SiY 2T o qTETdT Ox TR &1, aHTHAT AT STearg IR S ardl T Heqde
TG & — o FRAR Y AT ITEIH & FE 1 IR Tehel T TuT Fferent 3R AETRERT
Sl O g1 FIETUT & TeT & 371aTsT 381 T 37908 |

Anusha Shankar (Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Hyderabad) described
physiology as an underutilised lens connecting processes across biological scales, drawing
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on energy expenditure and body temperature measurements in hummingbirds.

3TTNT AFT (STET HANT HTHETT HEYT, §e1aTe) =1 AR BT ForaAter l wh U 3req-9gerd
gfSeantor & &9 3 afola faar St fafdeer Sifde Tt i ufshansit r shsar g, dur gfereas 7 s«
&Y 3R AT & ATIATA & ATYA T Seoid fohdT|

e Maria Thaker (Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru) likewise drew on studies of the
spiny-tailed lizard to show how desert reptiles regulate body temperature and adjust their
nutritional requirements across seasons.

AT ST (R faraater FeuTa, dareq®) = off Tugett-2es forers o) 3menia et &
AETH T foh FETeNT TT fohd TR e T arqae [ Hd F:3d & aar fafdeeT
RI311 o ITER 3= GroT Haeft AraqeaFarst A FARIS Hd ¢

e ‘“Lizards, like other ectothermic vertebrates, can behaviourally thermoregulate, but will not
be able to handle future climate warming,” she said.

3ogio hgl, “fOusfedr, 31T fia-IFdT FATFHRAT Hr #ifa, cTIeRITd T H I9-AIHT
m%,ﬁﬁaﬁwﬁaﬁmmmwmmﬁwaﬁﬁ?ﬁr'

Ectothermic vertebrates

Ectothermic vertebrates are animals with a backbone whose body temperature

depends mainly on the temperature of their surroundings.

e The word ectothermic comes from two Greek words: “ecto,” meaning outside, and
“therm,” meaning heat.

e Thus, these animals obtain most of their body heat from external sources such as
sunlight, warm rocks, soil or water.

e They are commonly called cold-blooded animals, but this term can be misleading.
Their blood is not always cold.

e Alizard sitting in sunlight may have a body temperature higher than that of a human.

e The important point is that it cannot maintain a nearly constant internal temperature

through metabolism in the way humans, birds and other mammals do.
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China’s Great
Green Wall
tames desert
growth, but
fight not over

Associated Press

or half a century, millions of
F workers have repeated a task

across the deserts in northern
China: inserting forearm-length sticks into
shifting sand, first in a row, then in an
intersecting line, gradually forming a grid.
Then saplings are planted at the centre of
each small square.

The technique, known as “straw
checkerboards”, is a simple yet widely
used method to stabilise sand dunes
against the wind and help plants take root
by using water supplied through an
irrigation system.

The widespread lattice it created across
the sand has become the iconic image of
China’s decades-long campaign against
the spreading of desert conditions, known
as the Three-North Protective Forest
Program or the Green Great Wall.

The generations of work have yielded
measurable progress, but scientists
caution that preserving the gains will
require decades of continued effort.

For a long time, drought, overgrazing
and farming removed vegetation, harmed
the soil and made areas vulnerable to
wind and sandstorms. That kind of
degradation of the land over time is
known as desertification. The area of
desertified land in northern China peaked
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in 2000, and it has been reduced by over
1,000 sq. km each year since then,
according to data published by state
media. The Chinese government said the
initiative launched in 1978 has played a
crucial role in transforming vast regions
covering nearly half of China from “the
desertification advancing and people
retreating” to “greenery advancing and
the desertification retreating.” Forests
planted by the program now cover a
cumulative 500,000 sq. km.

“The broad significance of the
Three-North Program is not only the scale
of restoration, but the long-term political
commitment behind it,” said Barron
Joseph Orr, chief scientist for the U.N.
Convention to Combat Desertification. He
added that reversing desertification is
possible when it becomes part of
long-term development strategies.

The progress is the result of the efforts
of frontline sand-control workers, along
with top-level planning and substantial
state investment, said Zhu Jiaojun, a
scientist at the Institute of Applied
Ecology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
who has long been dedicated to the
construction and management of the
program. He added that increased rainfall
in recent years in some areas has made
vegetation restoration easier.

“The achievement of desertification
combat is due to people’s hard work and
a bit of luck with climate,” he said.

According to long-term monitoring
data by Zhu's team, China’s desertified
land has shrunk by around 10% overall
since 2000, and areas of severely or
extremely desertified land have decreased
by more than 40%. Forest cover in the
program area has risen from around 5%
in 1978 to 14% in 2022.

In a recent government-organised
media tour to a corner of Kubugi Desert,
about 800 km to the west of Beijing,
60-year-old Yin Yuzhen recounted her
early days of being a sand-control worker.

Four decades ago, she recalled, the
sand often blew so thick that it made it
hard to see a short distance. “But now we
can see the sun. We can see the green in
the distance. We can see the road,” said
Yin. Zhu, the scientist, estimated that over
300 million rural labourers have been
involved in the program, mostly on a
paid, part-time basis.

16J7. China’s ‘Great Green Wall’
tames desert growth, but fight not
over

et Y ‘AT Mt T & ATTT AT Y
gefr & faafae far, after et arsft
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e For half a century, millions of workers
have repeated a task across the deserts in
northern China: inserting forearm-length
sticks into shifting sand, first in a row, then in
an intersecting line, gradually forming a grid.

3mefY erdredt &, 3l i & HATEAAT H FrEt
mwmaﬁmm@:%‘:ﬁ?ﬁg@ﬁﬁ
dig Y arE orash T34t avser, ugel Th
dﬁaﬁ,ﬁwwe@%ﬁmgéqu ¥t
ad eR-4R T et S TGEAT I ST g

e Then saplings are planted at the
centre of each small square.

% d1G Y OIS JIT & ALY gerigor Far

TR

e The technique, known as “straw
checkerboards”, is a simple yet widely used
method to stabilise sand dunes against the
wind and help plants take root by using water
supplied through an irrigation system.

“FEl AFAENS” F ATH F TRICY Ig doheileh Tater
Al Y gaT & IHIT & TR Feey aur s
YUITell & 3TIsY T ITT STed hT TETIT I qiet

Y TS STHT 7 TEIIT So1 T Teh T Toher] ATIh & § T fafer gl

The widespread lattice it created across the sand has become the iconic image of China’s
decades-long campaign against the spreading of desert conditions, known as the Three-
North Protective Forest Program or the Green Great Wall.

¥ R AT Ig a9 STeleTaAT ST el & ATege aRieafaal & faeaR & et qerent
q Tl g TR 71 Iciier 57 313 &, 5D -1 wefFea ®REe WRme 3r20ar Ae de afe & a1

T ST AT

For a long time, drought, overgrazing and farming removed vegetation, harmed the soil and
made areas vulnerable to wind and sandstorms.

o THY o T, He w0 aur FRY afafafest 2 aereafa @ ae far, fed i afa
qgars 31K &1 Y &1 TUT Tefter THEAT o TTT FgeTeler ST fera|

That kind of degradation of the land over time is known as desertification.
THI & WY HA & 3/ ThR & &T0T ! ATCTENFIOT gl AT 8|

The Chinese government said the initiative launched in 1978 has played a crucial role in
transforming vast regions covering nearly half of China from “the desertification advancing
and people retreating” to “greenery advancing and the desertification retreating.”

el THR o gl T 1978 7 TRFH 1 1S S Tgel o TNef & 19137 T S[HTT T “FIETANFIOT
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o  “The broad significance of the Three-North Program is not only the scale of restoration, but

the long-term political commitment behind it,” said Barron Joseph Orr, chief scientist for
the U.N. Convention to Combat Desertification.

YT TS ATEYNFOT Foiers: HAwaAT & Feg d=fas e AE AR A Fgr, “off-aArd
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o He added that reversing desertification is possible when it becomes part of long-term
development strategies.
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e According to long-term monitoring data by Zhu's team, China’s desertified land has
shrunk by around 10% overall since 2000, and areas of severely or extremely desertified
land have decreased by more than 40%.
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‘Oil exploration only after resolving Assam-Nagaland border disputes’

‘HA-ATMA S AT fFaEY F AT & 91 ) A H=a9or f&FaT ST

‘Oil exploration only after resolving
Assam-Nagaland border disputes’
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GUWAHATI

The Konyak Union, the
apex body of the Konyak
Naga community, has asked
the Nagaland government
to proceed with the joint oil
exploration with Assam on-
ly after the long-pending
border disputes between
the two States are resolved.

The union insisted that
territorial clarity, landown-
ers’ consent, and stronger
border security must pre-
cede the implementation of
the bilateral agreement.
The border dispute bet-
ween the two States has
claimed more than 150 lives
since the 1960s, when Na-
galand was carved out of
Assam.

The Konyak Union’s ad-
visory board council and
the union executive council
recently reviewed the June

Konvak Nagas said
territorial clari
landowners’ consent

must precede
implementation of
bilateral agreement

11 memorandum of under-
standing on oil exploration
signed by the governments
of Assam and Nagaland in
New Delhi. The agreement
was inked in the presence
of Home Minister Amit
Shah.

In a statement on July 14,
the Konyak Union said that
the Nagaland government
should first resolve disput-
ed areas, particularly the
Tizit-Naginimora belt and
the boundary between
Longwa in Nagaland’s Mon
district and Pongchao in
Arunachal Pradesh’s
Longding district, before
initiating oil exploration to

avoid future disputes.

It also urged the govern-
ment to ensure that the
concerns, rights, and con-
sent of landowners are ta-
ken into consideration be-
fore any final decision is
made, maintaining that sta-
keholder participation is es-
sential for a fair, transpa-
rent, and acceptable
outcome.

Clarity sought

The Konyak Union also
backed the recent stand of
a Lotha Naga organisation,
which sought clarity on the
Disputed Area Belt and oth-
er border issues to safe-
guard Nagaland’s territorial
integrity. Expressing con-
cern over unresolved boun-
dary issues in Mon district,
the union alleged that Goo-
gle Maps continues to inac-
curately depict parts of Na-
galand’s borders.

16J7. ‘Oil exploration only
after resolving Assam-
Nagaland border disputes’
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e The Konyak Union, the
apex body of the Konyak Naga
community, has asked the
Nagaland government to proceed
with the joint oil exploration with
Assam only after the long-pending
border disputes between the two
States are resolved.
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¢ In astatement on July 14,
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the Konyak Union said that the Nagaland government should first resolve disputed areas,
particularly the Tizit-Naginimora belt and the boundary between Longwa in Nagaland’s
Mon district and Pongchao in Arunachal Pradesh’s Longding district, before initiating oil
exploration to avoid future disputes.

14 AT T TR Teh ST 7 PedTH Gl oF gl o ARITOS THR 71y & fdaret & s=a
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Expressing concern over unresolved boundary issues in Mon district, the union alleged that
Google Maps continues to inaccurately depict parts of Nagaland’s borders.
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